Bleeding due to an acquired inhibitor of platelet associated factor V.
Factor V inhibitors are uncommon, bleeding manifestations variable and recommendations for management are unclear. We present a patient with non-Hodgkins lymphoma who developed gastrointestinal bleeding and was found to have a Factor V inhibitor. The inhibitor was active against both plasma Factor V and platelet associated Factor V, and was associated with a five-fold increase in platelet associated IgG. Fresh frozen plasma was ineffective in preventing bleeding. Resolution of bleeding was associated with a fall in the levels of the inhibitor and of platelet associated IgG. The patient had no further bleeding episodes nor evidence of progression of his lymphoma, but six months later died as a result of metastatic adenocarcinoma.